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Section I
Learning and Memory
Explain why many students have trouble recalling information from textbook readings and identify one strategy they could use to help with retention. 
Some students might have troubles recalling information from textbook readings due to the issue of retrieval. Retrieval issue is linked to various kinds and locations of brain injury. Whenever a student fails to recall, it might be taken as one of the most common symptoms of brain injury. Retrieval issues are also linked to anxiety. Students might experience performance anxiety making them to experience difficulties while trying to retrieve what they had learned from their class readings. All people might experience retrieval problem when experiencing substantial anxiety. 
Retrieval problem can be associated with damage that has been sustained in various parts of the brain. Word meaning information is usually stored in different parts of the brain. In order for a person to retrieve the meaning of a given word that he or she learned in class will involve large numbers of neural connections. Problems that are associated with word retrieval are located in the “language zones” which is the left hemisphere. 
One of the strategies that can be used to help in information retention is providing retrieval practice for the learners. Long-term memory of students can be improved whenever they take part in retrieval practice. For instance, the teachers can be issuing tests in the course of the term since they act as a retrieval practice. Therefore, it could be helpful for the students to take practice tests. Also, when the teachers are reviewing information they could decide to ask the students questions or they could ask them to make up questions for all to answer rather than just telling them what is to be learned. 
Describe the stages of memory, and describe one strategy for improving one’s performance at each stage. 
Memory refers to the process of maintaining information over time. The first stage of memory is encoding. When information reaches an individual’s memory system, it requires to be formatted or changed into a form that the system can understand. One of the strategies which can be used to improve one’s performance is visual. For example, a person can recall a phone number that he or she had saved in a phone book once he or she sees it. 
The second stage of memory is storage. This concerns the nature of memory stores. It involves the location where the information is stored, the duration within which it can last, storage capacity and the kind of information held there. This stage of memory can be improved by organizing information into different categories. 
The third phase of memory is retrieval. Retrieval refers to the process of getting information out of storage. In the event that one is not in a position to remember something, then it might be because he or she is not able to retrieve it. One of the strategies that can be used to retrieve information is through organizing it. For example, a person can decide to organize information in sequences such as by alphabetically or time. 



Section II
Writing and Research
Explain the purpose of citing source information in a paper.
One of the purposes of citing source information in a paper is that of allowing the reader to follow up on and to verify the claims that are presented in a paper. Citations allows a writer to provide a proper guidance and allow the readers to know his or her ideas in-depth. It also gives the writer a chance to acknowledge the people whose ideas have been used in advancing an argument. There might be some researchers who had researched on the exact topic that a writer is researching on. The writer might pick on some findings from the past research studies on the specific topic. In addition, citations give a writer credibility as the readers are able to verify the claims or the arguments that are outlined in a research paper. Citations could also be taken to be able to represent the author’s effort in coming up with a detailed research work. The author puts his or her best in writing and citation presents a space for him or her to show his or her attempt in a clear way. 
What are the important features of a standard paragraph? Explain why each of these elements is an important feature in argumentative writing?
A standard paragraph contains various important features. One of the features of a standard paragraph is that of topic sentence. The topic sentence tells the reader what the paragraph is all about. The topic sentence does not necessarily summarize the information that is contained in a paragraph, but it gives the reader a sense of direction. It could also be said to be the most general sentence in a paragraph since it does not include many details that are contained in the paragraph. This is important in argumentative writing since it indicates the position that the writer has decided to take. 
The second feature of a standard paragraph is that all the sentences contains information that supports the topic sentence. This is referred to as the logical consistency of all the information that is contained in the paragraph. The rest of the sentences have to contain information that is supporting the main idea of the paragraph as pointed out by the topic sentence. This is important in argumentative writing as it involves information that indicates that the writer is not deviating from his or her point of view. In argumentative writing, the writer has to choose one side which he or she supports to the end of the paper.
The third important feature of a standard paragraph is that of a concluding sentence. A concluding sentence restates or evaluates the most important points or ideas of a paragraph. This sentence could be used to predict the condition that the topic will be in in the future. This sentence is important in argumentative writing as it points out the most important ideas of the paragraph. This will assist the reader in noting whether the writer had stuck to his or her initial position of the argument. 
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Section III
Critical Thinking
I’ve never been in a car accident before, so I’m not going to use my seat belt anymore. I know I’m a good driver so I’m not putting myself at risk. What I do in my car is my business, I don’t come into your house and tell you what tv show you should be watching.
The author’s argument is that he does not expect anyone to dictate what he should be doing with his life – his life should be treated as private by the rest of the people. People should not keep on dictating what others should be doing with their lives. Individuals should be given a chance to do what pleases them regardless of the dangers that they might be exposing themselves to. Whenever a grownup decides to indulge himself or herself into a certain thing, he or she must have thought about it and reached for a decision to go on. Therefore, it is important for people not to question or interfere with an individual’s choice or the kind of tasks that one gets involved in since they might be of benefit to him or her. 
The reason for his claim is that he does not get into other peoples’ businesses. The evidence presented to support his claim is that he does not come into one’s house and tell the tv show to be watched. People should be given a chance to get involved in activities or handle their issues the way that they feel comfortable with. Thus, it does not make sense whenever people start getting into business of individuals. Individuals should be given an opportunity to live a life that they think makes their life to be complete and enjoyable. We are all different and this means that we will not have similar preferences or even make same choices – the preferences and choices that different people will make in life will be unique following on their preferences and choices. This evidence is not reliable because a tv show does not cause injury but when one is not using a seat belt and gets involved in an accident, he or she might be injured.
One of the ways through which these sentences could be improved is by assuming that there are some tv shows that will be harmful to the viewers. It could also be improved by addressing the common errors in reasoning that are clearly seen in the sentence. The sentence involves common errors that are undermining the logic of the argument. For instance, by indicating that driving a car without using the seat belt exposes one to injuries could make the sentence to be logic. Accidents are inevitable and thus they could take place anywhere at any time and thus it is important for a driver to fasten his or her seat belt whenever driving.        
